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SELLING PRICES OF RANCH-TYPE HOUSES 
7 EN years ago our company made its first attempt to compute the average 








selling price of our typical six-room frame house in all principal cities 
of the United States. These figures were computed again for 1946, 1948, 
1950 and 1952. 





The interest in this type of information has been so great that early this 
spring we decided to compute similar information on a five-room brick veneer 
ranch house, as this type of building has superseded the two-story building in 
many parts of the United States, and the plans and specifications selected are 
quite typical of the buildings of this type which are being built and insured by the 
FHA in most cities of the United States. 


In conducting this survey we followed the same procedure which we have 
followed on the two-story, six-room frame house. A questionnaire was sent to 
from 25 to 50 real estate operators and builders in each of 200 principal cities of 
the United States. A sufficient number of replies were received from 185 cities to 
make it possible to compute averages for these communities. For each city, 
figures have been compiled for the city proper and for the homes beyond the city 
limits of the central city. In this outer area it was necessary to average many 
satellite communities into a single set of figures. 





As will be seen from the questionnaire reprinted on the following page, the 
information asked for was as follows: 


1. What would a lot, 75' x 125', suitable for this house and near transporta- 
tion and schools, sell for on a 40' street with concrete or comparable paving, 
cement sidewalks and curbs? 


2. What would this lot and house, not over 1 year old, sell for... with 
basement? . . . without basement? 





3. What would this.property rent for? 
4. How much would the taxes amount to if this house were tenant occupied? 


5. How much would the taxes amount to if this house were owner occupied? 
(cont. on page 468) 
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NATIONAL AVERAGE 


Value of lot - City 


Ditto - Suburbs 


IN AREAS WITH BOTH TYPES OF CONSTRUCTION; 
Value of lot & house with bsmt. - City 
cieee = Geet. «eh 6s Pe ee Se totes 


Value of lot & house without bsmt. - City 


Ree ~ Be ao 6k Se ee eS eS 6 eaten 





Monthly rent - City 
Eee <1 Tes ic (55-4 reo eet Soe eae ae 


Value ? times monthly rent 
eee ~ DI. as 6 os whee ses Ee ORS 


Annual rent as % of value 
Eee « eee ce ok oe eee eo ee eee 


IN AREAS WITHOUT BASE MENT: 
Value of lot & house without bsmt. - City 
ee oe ee ee ee 


Monthly rent - City 
oe ee ee ee 9 rn <a 


Value ? times monthly rent 
DRO « GUNN ss 3 Sa ee 8 es 2 te ee 


Annual rent as % of value 
enna © Ses ae a ok ee ak a bl ee 


*Taxes, owner &tenant occupied - City 
* Ditto - Suburbs 


**Taxes, tenant occupied - City 
** Ditto - Suburbs 


**Taxes, owner occupied - City 


**Ditto - Suburbs 


*Cities not having homestead tax exemption. 
**Cities having homestead tax exemption. 
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